CHAPTER  XVIII.

NICE WORDS FOR NASTY THINGS.

IN the days of Queen Elizabeth there were in Eng-
land certain writers who were called " Euphuists."
They got this name from the title of a book, " Eu-
phues," written by one of them, John Lyly. The
chief characteristic of the writings of these Euphu-
ists was the grandiose way in which they wrote of
the simplest things. Their writings were full of
metaphors and figures of speech. The first"' Eu-
phuists were looked upon as " refiners of speech,0
and Queen Elizabeth and the ladies at her court
did their best to speak as much in the manner of
Euphues as they could.

But all men at all times are unconscious Euphu-
ists, in so far as they try to say ugly and unpleasant
things in a way which will make them sound pleas-
ant. This tendency in speech is called " euphem-
ism/' a word which is made from two Greek words
meaning " to speak well." It is a true description
of what the word means if by " well" we under-
stand " as pleasantly as possible." The word
euphlmeite, " speak fair/' wg,s used as a warning